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Ajn cnclrnenls to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior vcraions, and lislings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 . (CiUTOJiUy nmcndcd) A dental instrument comprising; 

H ucncrally cylindrical handle h avinu a threaded open in g for receiving a tool tip 
ctmnpctpr, u firsL metal tool lip and an elastomcric cover having an outer surface, 

said handle being connected to said first metal too! tip by said tool ti i > connector, wherei n 
snHlcimncclorJiichi^ 

iK>!liPiLou aijJltll2Qdj?iLSCCQn^^ ongarin g said threaded opening of said handle to fasten 
Maul conne cior to said handle. 

said nonmclal cover being sui.iporled by said handle, 

said cover having a ccnlml region, and a first and a second enlarged end region on 
opposite sides of said central region and integrally connected to said cenlral region, 

said central region having a central wall, said cenlral wall having a smallest outer 
diameter at point of least wall thickness, 

said first and said sccontl enlarged end region each having having a largest outer diameter 
a( a greatest wall thickness at a thickest point on said outer surface of said cover, 

each said grcalesi wall thickness being at least 30 percent greater tlian said least wall 
Ihicknoss, 

Chmn 2. (Original) The denial instnimenl of claim I wherein at least one of said grcalesi wall 
Ihickuess is at least 40 percent greater than said least wall lhicki\css, and said cover has a length 
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Willi a nii<Ji>Diiit and two end points, said least wall thicknoss is within 20 pcixxsnt of said cover 
Iciiijih from .s;ii(i midpoint of said covor Iciigth, ai\d each said greatest waU thickness is within 20 
percent ol'said cover length from each said end point of said cover lengtlL 

Claim 3, (Original) The dental inslriimcnt of claim 1 wherein at Icast.ono of said greatest wall 
tiiickncss is at least 50 percent eroatcr than said least wall thickness, and said cover outer surface 
is acncrally smooth and substantially continuously curved with intermittent protrusions. 

Ciiiioi 4. (Original) The dental inslniment of claim 1 wherein at least one of said greatest wall 
lliicknosa is at least 70 percent greater than said least wall thickness, and said cover has a length 
wilh a mid}>oiui and two e]id points, said least wall thickness is within 10 percent of said cover 
length from said midpoint of said cover length, and each said gieatcst wall thickness is within 10 
pcrccnl of said cover Icnglh from each said end point of said cover length. 

Claim 5. (Original) Tlio dental instrument of claim 1 wherein at least one of said greatest wall 
thickness is at least 1 00 percent greater Uian said Iollsi wall thickness. 

C:iaim 6. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said dental instrument further 
coujprisos a second tip. 

Cl;iini 7. (Original) The dcatal instrument of claim 1 wherein said nonnicial cover has an oiiier 
snrfacc Jiiiviua pUimlily of raised porlion.s. 

CUiini 8. (Original) I'hc dciiUil instnnncni of claim 1 wherein said nonmelal cover comprises 
silicone polymer. 

Clfiim *). (Original) 1 he denial instmmenl of claim 1 wherein said nonmelal cover comprises 
cliisiomeric material- 
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C'hiiin 1 0. (Oiifiiiial) The dcatal instalment of claim 1 wlicrein said nomnclal cover is adhered by 

an adhciiive to snid haadlo. 

Clnim 1 1 . (Original) The dental instinmcnt of claim 1 wlicrein $aid nonmctal cover comprises 
elaKtoinoric Jiuilerial having a shore hardness of less than 60. 

Claim 1 2. (Original) J he dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said nonmetal cover comprises 
cla.slonicric malerial having a plurality of colors. 

Cl'd'm 1 3. (CuiTcntly amended) TIic dcnU\l instrument of eJaim-J- claim 12 wherein said plurality 
ofcuiorrt form gciicrally parallel streaks. 

Chiiui 14. (Original) Tlic denial instrLinicnt of claim 1 wlicrein said central region has a cover 
outer surface and at least of portion of said central ixjgion outer surface is generally sliapc<l like 
the central portion of one of the elongated sides ofan ellipse when the central region is vitjwcd in 
loiifiiiudinal crOiSS-<iection. 

CJaim 15. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said handle is effectively and 
sijbsl:)nlially cylindrical. 

Cllaini 16. (Original) The dental instrument of claim 1 wherein said central region length has a 
Icni'jh of not more than 98 percent of the Icnglh of ihe cover. 

Cllaini 17. (Canceled) 
Claim 1 8. (C'uTicclcd) 
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Claim 19. (Currcnlly amended) A dental iiistmmciU comprishig: 

a gcncially cyliiidiical mcUil handle having a first tlir eaded opening o n a first end fg r 
li:cQivi.ag„a 1 It st l ool lip connecto r and a second rhrca ded ope ning on an op po sinu second end for 
fCQoiyiiifi OHcco^ a first and a second tool tip and a cover comprising 

claftlomeric material, 

said bimdlc being connected lo said first a nd said sc eoiid tool lip hy said first connec tor, 
wborem sa i d conncctof includes an op cninc on a firs^ en d for receivin g sai d first lool t i q anda 
ilim^\ J^o ril on jHi jyiJiDDOS^ secon d end for cnga dug said first threa de d opening of said 
]lI"VHc. to Qtsle n said con nector to sa id Iiandle, 

SiiidJinndM^cj^^^ to said se cond tool tin by said second connector ,:yijiei:i^ 

said, cot \ nc?ei(irijidh idcs,a n. o pening on a firs t end for receiving sa id s econd tool ti p and a 
tbrciadjSiLpjjiUQnLon an op nosinu seco Jid e nd for enga gjng said s econd thread ed o pcnintz o f said 
liALtdleJo fasten said c onnector t o said haitdle, 

said CHJver being supported by said handle, 

said cover liaving a central region, and a first ajid a second enlarged end region on 
opposite sidL\s of said central region and integrally connected to said ccnlral region, 

said c^MUral region having a central wall, said ecnti-al wall havitig a smallest outer 
diameter at point oricnst wall thickness, 

wSaid first and said second enlarged end region each having an end wall, each said end 
wall havinx; a largest outer diameter at a point of greatest wall thickness, 

each said groiitcsl wall thickness being at least 30 percent greater than said least wall 
liiickncs$. 
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Claim 20. (O rit^li)nl) Tlio dontal inslTOinciit ofcl^iini 1 9 wherein said cover coiTipti^cs silicone 
polymtjr. 

ClJiini 21. (Orii'iiial) A dental inslrumcni, comprisijig: 
a nonnietal cover, 

a cylindrical incLal liandlc tube having a central clianncl^ 

a juetal tio barliavinjLa JiL-st t hreaded end a nd a n opposing secon d threaded cn(| - and 
a first njclal (ool tip and a second mclal tool lip, 

each said first tool Up being coimcctcd to said fi rst thre aded end of said melal tie bnr a nd 
fi;.ud. second tool tip being connected t o said second t lircadcd an opposi ^ end of said metal tic 
bar, said noninctal cover being supported by said cylindrical metal handle tube, said meial tic bar 
cxlcnding ihrousli said central channel of snid cylindrical inelal handle tube. 

said cover having a central region, and a fusit and a second enlarged end region on 
opposite sides ofsaid central region and integrally conned e<l to said ccatral region, 

said cciilral region having a central wail, said central wall having a smallest outer 
dionicter at point oflcast wall thickness, 

said llrst and said second enlarged end region each having an end wall, each said cud 
wall having a largest outer diameter at a point of greatest wall thickness, 

cacli said grciUest wall thickness being at least 30 percent greater than said least wall 
thickness. 
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